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The rionorable Gina McCarthy 
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I believe that the EPA should use the best scientific data available to determine the quality of our 
air. Decisions regarding air classification should be factual rather than political. 

For the people of Franklin County Missouri, this is a serious matter. A non-attainment 
designation will have long-term negative economic consequences. 

EPA's reliance on flawed science also has the long-term effect of eroding public confidence in 
the agency's credibility. 

After full consideration of the best available information and actual data collected around the 
Franklin County Missouri Area, MDNR recommended to USEPA that the area be classified as 
"unclassifiable". In light of all the uncertainties around the air quality prediction model used by the 
regulators in these designation efforts and the almost one full year of actual monitored data that shows 
the air quality is far below the 1 Hour S02 NAAQS, MDNR believed, correctly, that more information 
is needed before a correct designation decision could be made. There is no benefit to recommending an 
area as non-attainment if the modeling cannot be considered reliable (even US EPA believes the model 
is not reliable without corrections under certain circumstances), and if full consideration of actual data 
could very well demonstrate that the area actually attains the standard. 

Instead of celebrating the collective, positive air quality information, including specifically the 
actual data trending towards attainment and modeling showing attainment when site specific variables 
are used rather than generic default options, the USEPA rejected MDNR's recommendation and 
instead proposed a designation of non-attainment. 1 In rejecting MDNR's strongly supported 
recommendation, USEP A has failed the state of Missouri and its residents. There is no excuse for 
USEPA's failure to consider the monitored data gathered to date. failure to consider its own admitted 
flaws of modeling over prediction and failure to honor the mandate of the state of Missouri that 
designation decisions be based on good and meaningful science. 

USEPA's decision to designate the Franklin County Missouri Area as non-attainment is 
arbitrary and erroneous. We ask that USEPA make a science based decision and classify the Franklin 
County, Missouri Area as unclassifiable so that additional technically sound data can be gathered to 
make a correct designation. 

cc: The Honorable Sara Parker Pauley, Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
EPA Docket Center 

The Agency also drew the jurisdictional boundaries to now include portions of Franklin County and 
portions of St. Charles County. 
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The Honorable Gina 
Office of the Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

ashingtcm, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator 

sci1:mt1it1c-based information and state 
farmers and ranchers. 

March 2016 

Administrator 

The burden of mmecessary and EPA can 
which is vital to the overall economy of the state. In 

'""'"""'..., ,.,,r~,,,..,., totaled almost billion. In 
"'"'"li1r\/ is related to 

En1vircmmtentat Protection "'"'I:J"''v 
detem1im:d without the use of 

unnecessary and burdens upon 

the EPA that are detemlin€:d motivation or abstract pnt•u:suptuc:s 
"'"t""'"'" sound It is imJJOt1:ant that rules <>tt:i>f't,ina 

created based on credible scientific research. 

In a recent roundtable discussion with several of our state's farmers and"""'"""'"" a concern was 
how from the EPA had their These farm and ranch leaders are 

to do what is and preserve our but want assurances that EPA rule-
'"~"''"'E is based on sound scientifi,c conclusions. 

I urge 
rules that have such a nrttfrn mtl 

contact with the staketto1clers 

Thank you for your consideration. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Director 
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